1. MarriagEquality was formed from an initiative called KAL, which was set up to support Katherine Zappone and AnnLouise Gilligan in their court case which sought to have their Canadian marriage recognised in Ireland for tax purposes, as other foreign marriages are - –that is if the couple are heterosexual.

The High Court said two very interesting things which have pushed KAL initiative to become ME – which pursues a communications and lobbying strategy while continuing our legal strategy:

1. Judge Dunne said she did not believe there was a demand in Ireland for recognition of same sex marriages and 2. She acknowledged the hardship that same sex couples experienced in Ireland, but suggested that the legislators might produce a bill to ease some of that hardship.

This judgement is being appealed to the Supreme Court and it is hoped will be heard next year.

Recent polls in Ireland show that almost 60% of people surveyed said yes to the introduction of civil marriage rights for same sex couples. We believe the work of ME and others has helped to push that rising figure and we must now capitalize on it in political terms.  

2. Many of the films we have watched in the GAZE festival depict the love between women or between men with all the comedy and tragedy that they contain – they depict our humanity and the nature of our family forms and the contexts within which we strive each day to live our lives and love our loved ones.

MarriagEquality continues to call for equality for each of us, equality in our treatment by the State, equality of protection and esteem for our myriad family forms, equality for our children, if we have them, and just as importantly for other’s children if they have them. 86% of people surveyed in a public poll said they think the children of same sex couples should have the same rights and protections as other children. Let’s push to capitalize on this too!

We think we should have equality, the majority of the public think we should have equality, yet the Government has decided to present the proposed CP bill which is not equality.

3. The proposed Bill will provide to gay and lesbian couples who wish to register their relationships some rights which will meet some of the immediate and urgent needs of some lesbian and gay people. (though the details of the tax and social welfare are not yet published). The proposed bill

· does not provide any recognition or protections of children of gay and lesbian families

· does not allow for recognition of foreign civil marriages

· it does not provide each of us with AN OPTION a choice about how we want our relationships recognised – it prescribes one option only and it is a lesser option, an option that on its own, in the absence of the option to marry and assume the status, protections and respect of society for those who are married – we must acknowledge we are being offered a lesser, more limited set of rights. A set which says loud and clear ‘they are not our equals; they still need to prove themselves as fully human’. 

· I reject this and call on you to join with ME to continue our campaign to call for the introduction of access to civil marriage for gays and lesbians in Ireland.

4. Join us in calling for equality for all of us and options based on our human rights to suit all the needs of our community – not just the options believed appropriate for us by others!

· I ask you to go to our website www.marriagequality.ie and call Moninne at our offices and join us by visiting your local TD’s to tell them that you want the option to marry and you want that option for others too, it’s only fair!

· The message is equality for gays and lesbians requires the introduction of the right to civil marriage for same sex couples – we demand it and our children deserve it – WHEN will the Govt move to give it to us?

5. The anti apartheid movement never settled for a lesser set of human rights for black people and a full set for whites! The women’s movement demands equal rights in all areas between men and women, not just in some! 

Marriagequality holds that we need to keep equality as our achievable and urgent goal. If you believe in equality for yourself we need you to join our Out to your TD campaign and tell him or her that having the option to sit half way up the bus just isn’t what Rosa Parkes accepted and it isnt what we will accept either. 

Grainne Healy

